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An Illustrated History of

HEAVY METAL

100 pages, colour

Non fiction graphic novel

[lustrated by Seren Mosdal, written by Benni Bedker

An Illustrated History of Heavy Metal is the first graphic novel to tell the story of one of the most popular
and provocative genres of music with millions of fans across the world. Once heavy metal was the music of
Satan and accused of driving it’s fans into suicide or commit murder and burn churches, today the genre has
become a part of mainstram culture with French death metal band Gojira even opening the 2024 Olympics.
In the vein of Ed Piskor’s acclaimed and bestselling Hip Hop Family Tree this graphic novel tells the story of
the genre from its origin and untill today through a combination of comics and illustrated non fiction. The
emphasis is on the compelling and revealing anecdote but it is based on thorough research and knowledge of
the genre.

The story is told as a mix tape consisting of 20 important songs and bands ranging from Black Sabbath in
1970 untill the acts of today with stops at every important band from Metallica and Slayer to Norwegian
black metal. Each song forms a chapter in the book and works as a starting point so that the 20 chapters
combined takes you through all aspects of the genre and culture.

An Illustrated History of Heavy Metal is for the novice curious about what heavy metal is all about as well as
for the die hard fan who wants to read an engaging and entertaining history of the genre.

From Black Sabbath to Kiss, Judas Priest, Motorhead, [ron Maiden, Metallica, Slayer, Mercyful Fate, Celtic
Frost, Napalm Death, Death, Entombed, Sepultura, Mayhem, Burzum, Rage against the machine, Slipknot,

Sunn, Zeal and Ardour and more...



“"Breaking the Law” is not just the biggest hit for
British band Judas Priest but also a true heavy
metal anthem with a chorus that you don’t get much
of a chance to forget:
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But even without this iconic song from ??k the 1980
album British Steel - which became the band’s main-
stream breakthrough and influenced generations of
metal bands from Metallica to Sepultura - there is
little doubt that Judas Priest is the most metal of
all metal bands.
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Formed around Birmingham in 1969 in the same area
that spawned Black Sabbath the future members of
Judas Priest grew up amongst blast furnaces, metal
foundries and the industrial works of British Steel
- yes, the very same steel manufacturer which
years later lent its name to the album featuring
“Breaking the Law”.




_ wasting,
I was completely wasting
y 1 Aown
+ of work and down 5
e U*'t'f «o frustrating
side 1t 8§ S¢ { it
ndr*Ft from town to t

ActliaT 10 -
“TLUqJJy Rob Halforg
1n ha ~ - = Son
) the church choir ang
Worked &t tHa sahmwns
-112° school

1 "I-.r
~lbrary,

ame
i put SO
gin to [

Judas Priest soon came to
define the very sound and
look of heavy metal and
none more so than lead
singer Rob Halford. Collo-
quially known amongst fans

simply as the Metal God.
Please take a moment to

examine his iconic look:

Bull whip,
studs, hand
cuffs, biker
cap, pistol
holster,
leather pants,
crotch bulge,
shades.

" Tom of
Finland,

anyone?
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“Freezing Moon” (1994)

Once upon a time in the deep . _ > i . want
forests of Norway, there was a i - an g j o Mayhem ang no
band called Mayhem. They lived ' a oot TR mo s wants to bpok

in in the woods and ) y —~> : e 1” -ﬂInstgad t&gy
struggled to create great art. - o ome cult of their
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And no or
in this
cult is

more
fanatic
than the

For Dead black
metal is the
art of being

morbid and
extreme. He
applies for
the wvacant
position in
Mayhem by
mailing a cru-
cified mouse
to the band,
invents the
concept of
corpse
paint...

of rotten crows
r to get in the
right mood.




Everyhting here’s
g7 so old.
Everything here’s
so dark. 3
I remeber it was
here I died.
By following the
freezing moon. JESAW/,

However, Dead not only has a keen
sense of gothic theatrics but is
also a plagued soul.
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As the first on the scene of the
tragedy Euronymous is quick to
... not call the police or an

ambulance but take photos of his

dead band mate...

Tragedy strikes in the
spring of 1991 when Dead
ends his own life with a
shotgun. The one to dis-

cover the body is the

band’s equally fanatic
guitarist.

Home made
and presents are

distribute ; the best.

them among
fans. He also
makes sure to
pick up some
pieces of the
fractured skull
for his handi-
craft.
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Few bands have proven to be as influential as Mayhem
who can be said to single handledly spawn the moderne
understanding of black metal. This is largely due to
guitarist Euronymous who. From h record store in a
§ dungeon in Oslo aptly named Helvete (Hell) he preached
\ the gospel of dirty and satanic black metal as an
alternative to the more and more commercial and popular
mainstream heavy metal music.
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Few bands have indeed led such
a torturous existance as
Mayhem. By the time they

finally release their debut
album De Mysteriis Dom Sathanas
they have once again been
struck by tragedy. In 1993 the
band’s new bass player murders
Euronymous. ..

...and at the time of the record’s release -

no less than ten years after the band started
out - only one member is left. The rest of the
band is either dead or in prison.

What happened
i to the rest of
the band?

did
by

Much to everyone’s surprise, -
these days Mayhem tour the world
celebrating their 40 of
existance with a line up very
close to the original.




Benni Badker is a Danish author whose thrillers, graphic novels and children’s books have
appeared in 12 languages. His books are published in USA by Fantagraphics and in France by
Glenat (Meschugge), Huber Editions (4 Christmas Bestiary) and Les Aventuriers de 1’Etrange
(Homunculus). Apart from this he is a well known authority on heavy metal, having appeared in

several documentaries - and even released a record with death metal band Undergang.

Seren Mosdal was born 1972 in Nairobi, Kenya.

Based in Copenhagen, Seren has worked for the last 20 years as a comic artist and illustrator for
a wide range of publishers at home and abroad, as well as for many Danish newspapers and
magazines. He has published books all over Europe, notably in France with books from
Casterman, Steinkis and Sarbacane, among others. Seren Mosdal has published:

Candy — Walk on the wild side (2023) Steinkis. With Julian Voloj

Gogues au sang (2022) The Hoochie Coochie. With Jacob Orsted
Basquiat (2019/2020) Selfmade Hero/Soleil. With Julian Voloj
Madeleine — une femme libre (2014) Sarbacane. With Rudy Ortiz
Eric le Rouge (2014) Casterman

Rockworld (2014) The Hoochie Coochie

Hank Williams - Lost Highway (2011) Edition Moderne
Feuerwerk (2001) Editions Amok. With Jacob @rsted



