Benni Be@dker and Seren G. Mosdal:

An Illustrated History of
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“"Breaking the Law” is not just the biggest hit for
British band Judas Priest but also a true heavy
metal anthem with a chorus that you don’t get much
of a chance to forget:
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But even without this iconic song from ??k the 1980
album British Steel - which became the band’s main-
stream breakthrough and influenced generations of
metal bands from Metallica to Sepultura - there is
little doubt that Judas Priest is the most metal of
all metal bands.
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Formed around Birmingham in 1969 in the same area
that spawned Black Sabbath the future members of
Judas Priest grew up amongst blast furnaces, metal
foundries and the industrial works of British Steel
- yes, the very same steel manufacturer which
years later lent its name to the album featuring
“Breaking the Law”.
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Judas Priest soon came to
define the very sound and
look of heavy metal and
none more so than lead
singer Rob Halford. Collo-
quially known amongst fans

simply as the Metal God.
Please take a moment to

examine his iconic look:

Bull whip,
studs, hand
cuffs, biker
cap, pistol
holster,
leather pants,
crotch bulge,
shades.

" Tom of
Finland,

anyone?
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i T Ty ﬂ . Satanic Panic is everywhere in the 1980's.
Mix Tape Track # 4 - i _‘_’f_H Y re A -T'id s
"Into the Coven” News headlines across USA wdrglJL chi abuse, .
(1984) A teenagers committing murder and suicide and Satanic cults
breeding babies for the purpose of ritual sacrifice.
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These are bands -~ happens in
teac America
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Worried parents and politicians arrange a hearing before
the American Senate demanding censcrship of the record
business. The Parents Music Research Center even compiles
a list of the Filthy 15 - the world’s most dangerocus How a relatively unknown band
songs. from Denmark ends up in front of

the American senate no one

Y. . ﬂﬂ‘t‘i“ll chil : stens knows. Why on the other hand is
'}*:‘ . ““ ; to? T

less of a mystery.




Originally Mercyful Fate started out as the
punk band Brats all the /

In the beginning they
just like any other pu
of the time ...

new lead =r who of King Diamond and
= I ed.

you want
jrne to do?§
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And lots of famous musicians W" Yes, Mercyful Fate definately earned their
have witnessed very strange place among the Filthy 15. With occult and

phenomena while visiting. satanic imagery as well as King Diamond’s

iconic makeup they become a defining
ingpiration for black metal musicians all
over the world.







“Freezing Moon” (1994)

No record companies wants
relase Mayhem and no
promoters wants to book
the band. Instead they
become a cult of their
OWIl.

Once upon a time in the deep
forests of Norway, there was a
band called Mayhem. They lived

in the woods and

And no one
in this
cult is

more
fanatic
than the
band’s

stage name
of Dead.

For Dead black
metal is the
art of being

morbid and
extreme. He
applies for
the wvacant
position in
Mayhem by
mailing a cru-
cified mouse
to the band,
invents the
concept of
corpse
paint...

stench of rotten crows
in order to get in the
right mood.
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