


The 4th Colony, writing in the year 1879. A band of street performers is sitting on the riverbank.

Stop staring at me. You’d  
be better off hunting and 
finding us some meat like  
you did in the  
old days.

Say something, Andersson. 
He’s just sitting there, 
staring at me.

Mmmmm. But you know I love your beans.



Watch this. It’ll be our 
new trick. You put a little 
wooden wedge into this 
hole.

We put the stone on your stomach, Yano, and when I hit the 
wedge with a hammer, the stone splits, voilà.

It’s 
an old 
trick, it 
doesn’t 
hurt.  
I saw 
it when 
I was 
sailing. 
I …

I …

You’re not smashing any  
stones on my  

stomach!

Here. Sit 
down.

… was sailing. Suddenly, I found the snake …



Yes, you found the snake in your boot. It was no bigger than a foot.

You’ve heard 
it before, I 
know. It was 
nothing.  
It’ll pass. 
Tomorrow 
we’ll 
perform as 
planned, and 
then we’ll 
have meat 
for dinner.

See the fearless 
YANO Young-Star at 
two o’clock today!

His grandfather 
was an orc, he’s as 
strong as a bear …

… See the 
beautiful 

Snake Girl — 
practically 
part snake 

herself. And 
wild animals 
from worlds 

you can’t 
imagine!



Come closer, honored audience. Hear me. I am King Andersson, the rightful king of Sweden.

Many moons ago, my mother 
dallied with the very well-fed 
reigning king. I’m the fruit of 
that act of love.

For years, I’ve been hunted by murderous 
lords of the court. My flight has taken 
me around the world and now to your 
beautiful town.

Look, an ape!

Along the way, I 
assembled our 
little circus, 
which, besides 
myself, consists 
of YANO Young-
Star, Snake Girl, 
and the monkey, 
Svea. The snake 
you will meet has 
no name—not that 
it comes when it’s 
called anyway.



As I said, Yano is the grandchild of a powerful orc. As a 
child, he survived on his own for years in the wilderness. 
Here’s a trick I learned in the Dwarf Kingdom.

The Dwarf Kingdom? You’ve never 
been to the Dwarf Kingdom.

Ssh! Lie perfectly still and 
tense your stomach muscles.

Ta-da! Nothing can harm 
his amazing body. He’s 
stronger than granite!



Now Svea will pass the 
hat around. Be generous, 
ladies and gentlemen. 
Being on the run from the 
soldiers of the Swedish 
barons is expensive.

Is that all you’re running 
from? Ha! Crooks!

I want to be in  
a circus when I 
grow up.

Ssh! Never  
say that.  
Never ever!



Not bad.  
Dinner’s on me.

I’d rather just have 
my share. See ya round, 
beautiful.

A pint, please!

Get away from me, you beast!



Great show there. 
I’m kind of an 
artist myself. Are 
you heading on 
tonight?

Thanks. Yeah, 
we try to 
save money on 
lodgings in the 
summer.

Can you show 
me that trick 
with the 
stone? It 
was mighty 
interesting.

It’s very 
simple.  
The stone …

I’d like to see it for 
myself. Your wagon’s 
just around the corner, 
isn’t it?



Forget the stone. Look, I’ve never met a street performer who didn’t 
want to make a quick buck.

What do you mean?

Good. And if he’s bluffing, cough. 
Pretty simple, right? You get 
5 dollars now and 5 after the 
game. I’ll come down to the 
wagon with it.

You go into the saloon first. 
I’ll be there in a few minutes.

In the saloon, half an hour later.

If you can see his cards, 
pick your nose if he has 
three of a kind or higher. 
You know how to play 
poker, don’t you?

I’ve traveled 
far to play 
poker with 
the famous de 
Boer. We’ll be 
playing for 
big money. 
It’d be nice to 
have a little 
help.

And?

Yeah.



Good day. You must be de Boer.

Good day, Paul. I brought a friend. He’s 
interested in poker too.

The more, the 
merrier. Take a 
seat and let’s 
get started.

An hour later.

Damn, de Boer’s friend is playing 
badly. But he looks rich.



An hour after that.
Ugh! There’s 
more smoke than 
at my fire show.

Damn, didn’t mean 
to do that. De 
Boer has three 
aces. What do I do 
now?

If I signal three 
of a kind or more, 
at least it won’t 
be a lie.

He’s bluffing, but he 
has three of a kind 
or higher. Probably 
three twos. The street 
performer is on to me—he 
knows poker and knows 
I want the pot.

Now, my 
entertainer 
friend. I 
want that 
pot.


